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OK, time now is 1234 hours. We are back inside the building. All of us are still present after the
fire drill and we’ll continue on. Um, Officer Anderson, can you explain, uh, how you held your
gun? Wh-, you know, would it be like one hand, two hand, what kind of grip, that kind of thing?

Uh... Initially I pulled my gun out with one hand and was on radio with my other hand and then
| went to a two handed grip.

What was your target area?

Center mass.

Did y-, I'm sorry, | interrupted you. You said center mass and then what?
Center mass, chest area.

Did you obtain a sight picture?

Yes.

And can you describe the sight picture?

Sorry, uh... Can we define sight picture? Just, uh...

I didn’t catch what you said.

Uh, can you define sight picture real quick or just what d-, T guess...
So I guess...

Mean by sight picture?

What you were looking at...

Witness

Witness
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ANDERSON: Mm hmm.
CORBIN: When you fired.
ANDERSON: Uh, the suspect and, uh... | c-, | could see my, | could see my sights, but with the distance, uh, |
was mostly focused on th-the suspect.
CORBIN: Approximately how close were you to the subject when you fired?
ANDERSON: I believe about four f-, approximately four feet away, five feet.
CORBIN: Did you have cover or concealment?
ANDERSON: No, | was standing in a doorway, a closed door.
CORBIN: What was your position or stance during the shooting?
ANDERSON: Uh, I had two feet on the ground, uh... I don’t recall if I had one foot forward or back.
CORBIN: OK. And you already stated you had both, originally one hand on your gun and then two hands
on your gun.
ANDERSON: Yes.
CORBIN: OK. Did your position or stance change during the shooting?
ANDERSON: Not that I’'m aware of.
CORBIN: What was your direction of fire?
ANDERSON: To the s-... southwest from where I was standing, approximately.
CORBIN: And what was your backdrop?
ANDERSON: Uh, kitchen cabinets and, um... another wall... behind that.
CORBIN: Were you moving when you fired?
ANDERSON: Not that I recall.
CORBIN: So... what was your sequence of fire?
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Can you explain what you mean by that?

Yes. I’ll give you some examples: continuous, double tap, failure drill, something else, or you
don’t recall.

Continuous.
How many rounds did you fire?

Um... Based, uh, based on, uh... unloading my gun, uh, four rounds. At the time of the incident,
I believed it was three to four.

OK, so at the time, three to four and then when you witnessed the round count, did that change
your memory?

Uh, it was... I believe it was four (unintelligible).

And my clarifying point, you said when, uh, you unloaded the gun. What do you mean by that?
Uh, at the FIT office, uh... to... um... to have my gun photographed.
OK. Was that performed by you or someone else?

Someone else.

And was that one of the FIT detectives?

Yes.

OK.

Um, did you assess?

Uh... assess what? I’'m sorry, uh...

So af-...

After the incident, uh...

So you fired.

Mm hmm.
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And then did you assess your target?

Yeah. I mean, she was down on the ground. Yes, so...

And when was that? When did you make that assessment?

Um... when she, uh... fell to the ground, that’s when, um... yeah.
OK. Uh, do you know where the subject was struck?

I do not, other than the one, uh... one, uh... bullet hole that was on her side and I don’t recall
exactly where on her side.

Do you recall which side of her?

The left side, th-the side that I applied the Bioclusive to.

OK. You mentioned Officer McNew. Was there any other officers at the scene when you fired?
No.

When and why did you holster?

Uh, once we had enough... sufficient officers and we were exiting the scene to go down the
stairs. The scene was safe at that point, so...

Can you... And you just said something, the scene was safe. Can you describe to me what that
means to you?

Uh... We had... uh, a number of officers on scene, uh... The threat was down, um... And I was
out in the hallway, so...

Did you experience any weapon malfunctions during the shooting?

No.

Did you reload, change your mags, or alter the condition of your weapon after firing?
Other than turning my light on, no.

So this has been sort of covered by you, um, but I’'m gonna ask it so you can, there’s a specific
guestion about why you used this type of force.
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Oh, that was the question, sorry, um... uh... It was my belief based on her, the suspect’s
previous actions in trying to stab me, that she was intending to stab my partner and possibly kill
him.

Do you believe you had any alternatives to using the force at the time of the incident?
No.
Can you (unintelligible) briefly retell us why you don’t believe you had any alternatives?

There was no time. We didn’t have any shielding and we didn’t have distance between us. There
was... literally feet between us.

So this would be, | guess, regarding Officer McNew. Can you describe any movements or
actions taken by Officer McNew before, during, or after the shooting?

Um... Just verbalizing, ‘Get back.” Uh, I believe he said. And, uh... um... And then... Where
he f-, he fired as well, um... And then, uh... after the incident, um... he checked in with me to
see if I was OK and then, um, then we, I think, checking on the condition of the children and,
um, the other juvenile that was in the... in the bedroom, uh... spoke to him briefly, just, I think,
telling him to get back in the bedroom. And then, uh... when we were gettin’ all the children out
and the juvenile came out, he said something about shield... shield his eyes, um, something of
that nature as he was coming out.

What was he referring to?

Shield the juvenile’s eyes so he doesn’t... see his mother... that’s on the ground.

Um, did you approach subject Lyles after she was down?

Um...

Uh, did you approach subject Lyles after she was down?

Yes.

OK, and when did you do that and for what reason?

Um, to render aid, to apply...

And the timeframe between the shooting and rendering aid, on your part, do you recall?

I don’t recall. Maybe a minute, two.
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OK. Prior to the use of force, did you notice any injuries to the subject?

No.

Were you injured during this incident?

No.

Do you know if Officer McNew was injured?

Um, he was not. That I’'m aware.

Do you know of or did you have any equipment related issues or concerns during this incident?
No.

Was any of your equipment or department equipment damaged during this incident?
No.

What is your date of hire?

04/28 f-, 2015.

Please give a brief summary of your training and history, that would include if you were prior
military, prior law enforcement, shotgun, rifle, things like that.

Uh, no prior law enforcement training, uh, no prior military, um... I attended the Washington
State Academy, um, completed the, uh... post-Academy training with the department and... uh,
all other required training through the department.

Are you CIT trained?

Uh, I have not gone to the 40 hours CIT training class. Uh, I’ve had some, I’ve had
(unintelligible) CIT training, though.

Where’d you receive the CIT training that you have had?
Um, at the Academy and... I don’t recall at this moment.
Did, uh, you or Officer McNew request that a CIT officer respond?

No, um... I’m aware that Officer McNew is CIT trained.
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OK. Did you say you are aware?

Yes.

OK, so you’re aware Officer McNew is CIT trained.
Yes.

OK. I didn’t catch the first part.

Yeah, sorry.

Uh, what is your current assignment and how long have you worked there?

First Watch, North Precinct, Lincoln/Union Relief. And I’ve been assigned there since...

believe February of 2016.

OK. So as Relief, do you have two call signs?
Yes.

What are they?

Uh, 1 Union 3 and 1 Lincoln 3.

Do you have a regular partner?

Uh, what do you mean by partner?

Do you ride in a two-person car on a regular basis?
No, I do not. It’s a one officer car.

Were you in a marked patrol vehicle?

Yes.

Were you in uniform?

Yes.

Uh, what less-lethal options did you have available on your person?

I
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| had, uh, OC and a baton.

And did you have any additional in your vehicle?

Um...

Additional less-lethal options.

No.

From head to toe, please walk me through what you wear on your person while working.

Um... [ wear a (unintelligible) department approved, uh, baseball cap, um, an external carrier
vest, um... duty belt, uh... uniform shirt, uniform pants, uh... The duty belt has a holster, it’s a
drop holster, um... And, uh... I wear bo-, black boots.

How long has it been since you’ve slept?

Um, let me do the math... Uh, like nine hours.

And, um... on June 18", what time did you start working on that day?
Uh, 3:00 a.m.

When you arrived on this call, can you describe the environmental and weather conditions, like
lighting, the weather, and...

Um, it was daylight, uh... It was overcast, slightly. Kinda humid, uh... Mild temperature.
Um, in terms of v-vehicular or pedestrian traffic in the area, uh, none, light, heavy?

None that | was aware of at the location.

OK. Detective Simmons, do you have any questions at this time?

No.

Sergeant Davisson, do you have any questions at this time?

Um, yeah, specifically... uh... Going back to the TASER, when, how long have you been, uh,

or how long ago was it when you were trained or issued a TASER.
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Uh, I don’t remember the exact date. It’s within the last year.
OK. And do you recall who gave you the training?

Oh, I’m sorry, I’m sorry, no, th-that’s incorrect. Uh... uh... The TASER training, uh... uh,
initially, at post-BLEA is when | was TASER trained, sorry.

OK. And when were you issued a TASER then?
Um, during, uh, post-BLEA.

OK.

Sorry.

And then, uh, going back to your comments that you had told your squadmates that you weren’t
gonna carry it, did you ever inform, uh, do you know Officer Zieger, Kerry Zieger?

Yes.

OK. Um, did you inform him or any of the other TASER, um... uh... personnel, the people
that... are in charge of the TASER program that you were, uh, or the Quartermaster that you
were, uh, not gonna carry the TASER anymore?

No, [ hadn’t... I hadn’t made that decision to, uh, give it up. My battery had died so, uh... I-I
had put it in my locker, uh...

OK.

For the time being.

OK. And then, so specifically with her, you’ve described her actions towards you...
Mm hmm.

Uh, pretty well. When she took a step back and she then decides that she’s, or she makes that
transition to where she’s moving towards Officer McNew, can you describe, uh, what she was
doing at the time? Does that make sense? What she was doing with her body or her hands?

Um... Her hand was, um... raised above her waist, um, and she was... [ wouldn’t say running,
but moving very quickly towards Officer McNew.

When you say it was raised above her waist, can you describe that motion you’re making there?
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Um... I guess if your arm was at a 90 degree angle from your body, um, that was kinda how
her... her arm was.

And you’re demonstrating the, uh...
With a-a fist, um...

And was knife still in her hand?
Yes.

OK. Um, what part of her body could you see at that point in time? Did she, like, change...
When she backed up, what, was she facing you? Was she facing away? Was she doing
something different at that time?

Um, she was facing... facing me, um... kinda in... She was kinda facing in between me and
McNew because I had backed up slightly, um... off of her center line, um, so she was, her body
was facing... uh, into the opening between the kitchen and the hallway, um... I’'m trying to
describe (unintelligible).

OK. At the time you fired shots, which way, which direction was she facing?

Um... She was... (unintelligible) Her side was towards me, um... possibly her back was
toward... I can’t recall exactly. I-it was her side/back as she was trying to go around the corner.

OK.

Um, I don’t recall exactly.

And you’re reaching to which side?
Um, it would’ve been her right side.
OK. I think that’s all that I have.

OK. At this time we’re gonna take a break. Uh, we’re gonna leave the room. We’ll ask you and
Detective Simmons to stay here while we discuss and make sure there’s no questions we need to
ask you. Um, I ask that you keep the conversation to a minimum because it just saves our
transcriber from havin’ to write it down. So, thank you.

If you need to use the bathroom, please feel free.

OK.
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All right, we have everybody back. It’s about 1310 hours. We’re gonna continue. So Officer
Anderson, we have some follow up questions.

OK.

Um, who was primary on this call?

Uh, myself.

You spoke about using the, your weapon mounted light.
Yes.

So the lighting inside the apartment, can you describe that?

Um... It was slightly dim, uh... I don’t recall exactly, uh, how much, what lights were on or
not, um... I just know it was slightly dim, um, and the only time the light came on is, uh, after
the shooting, just to light up... the suspect on the... and, uh... make sure she didn’t have any
other knives or try to get up or anything like that, so...

OK. So... You mentioned, um, having knowledge of the June 5" incident with the scissors.
Mm hmm.

With that in mind, um... When you arrived on this call and entered, uh, did you scan for
potential weapons in the apartment or on the subject?

Um... I was observant of her and I didn’t see anything on her, didn’t notice any bulges in her
pockets or anything like that that would indicate she had a weapon on her, um... I don’t recall
seeing anything laying out in particular that, you know, was easily accessible to her immediately
where she was standing, but... uh... Uh, | couldn’t see behind her when she was standing in the
doorway and, uh, I, yeah... I, that’s all I recall, is, uh... not seeing anything on her or anything
immediately around her.

OK, thanks. Uh, regarding your backdrop, you mentioned the kitchen cabinets.
Mm hmm.
Um, so can you, and feel free to use your diagram if y-, if it would help...

OK.
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But we’re tryin’ to... kinda visualize your backdrop.

Um, so she was... at the end of the peninsula of cabinets, uh, the countertop, um, and then there
was, uh, a wall behind the cabinets, I believe, or... um... something the cabinets went up
against. ’'m not sure if there was a wall or it was just the back of the cabinets, um... And then...
uh... There’s th-the... What is it, the westerly wall of the apartment, um, would’ve been beyond
that, uh... I don’t recall if there was a... [ don’t recall if there was a bar top on... above the
regular counter surface that was taller, uh... or if it was just flat, uh...

So then, um, just so I understand, when you talk about cabinets...
Mm hmm.

Are you talking about, um, cabinets that are built into that peninsula, which would be sort of
lower cabinets?

Yes...

Or are you talking about...

Yes. The, uh...

OK.

The lower cabinets, uh...

OK. So not, like, your above your head kitchen counters.
No.

You’re not...

No, no. Th-there was no upper cabinets above the peninsula.
No upper cabinets, OK.

Um, so, yeah, there would’ve been a... kind of exterior wall of the cabinet, or th-the apartment,
uh, as well, so...

OK. | think I understand that.

Yeah.
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So with regards to that, uh, kinda your diagram shows that there’s potentially a child in your
backdrop. Was there a child in the backdrop?

Um... The child was off to the side, um... of where she was, um... That, um... That’s why |
didn’t fire sooner, is [ wanted her to get a little farther so that there wasn’t a child in the
background, the backdrop of where | was shooting.

So you were aware of where the child was and was...
Yeah.
(unintelligible)

Yeah, | was aware the child was more in the middle of the room than directly, uh, in the line of
fire where I did end up firing, so...

OK.

And I apologize, I don’t think I asked you at the time. Is that representation, is that a scale
diagram?

That is not a scale diagram and | am not an artist.

Understood. So | want you to go back, um, and kinda take a moment to think back to the
training that you were provided by SPD regarding your TASER.

Mm hmm.

Um, did you go through, uh, the standard process for any other SPD officer to carry a TASER?
Yes.

And do you recall how many hours or days that training is?

Uh... I don’t recall. I wanna say two days, I believe, um... and multiple scenarios and things
like that.

And you brought up scenarios, um...
Mm hmm.

Were you trained on any scenarios with a knife? Where, 1 guess | should say, where the subject
of the scenario or the suspect had a knife.
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Uh, yes. I believe there was a scenario, um... s-subject has a knife and, uh... uh, the... the
training I remember, uh... we’re told to drop... drop the TASER at that point, uh, if the subject
has a knife. I don’t remember the exact, uh, scenario, but I do remember a scenario like that.

Um, do you remember i-in that scenario...
Mm hmm.
And let me ask, how long has it been since you had that training?

That was... I think that was at the end of 2015, uh, so... it’s been... been a year, a year or two,
yeah.

OK.

Yeah.

Uh, so going back to that.

Mm hmm.

In the scenario where you’re taught to...
Mm hmm.

Drop the TASER and go to firearm...
Mm hmm.

What was the distance between you and the subject of that scenario that had a knife, if you
recall?

I don’t exactly recall. I know, uh... that if a subject is within 21 feet, they are able to... stab you
before you’re effectively able to stop them, um, from... from getting a knife into you and...

And...
We were... nowhere near those distances at any point, uh...
And what are you, the, what you just mentioned about 21 feet...

Mm hmm.
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Wh-where are you getting that information?

Um... uh... I recall during the Academy they talked about it, um... I don’t recall, uh... I don’t
recall another time, uh...

OK.

Yeah, during the Academy we talked... talked about it.

Do you recall when, um, learning how to use a TASER...

Mm hmm.

And being trained, if there are any distances related to utilizing the TASER?

Uh, I know the TASER has a maximum, you know, maximum length. I believe it’s, uh, our
TASERs are 25 feet, [ believe is the... uh... That’s how long the, uh... uh, what do you call it? |
think that’s the maximum it’s rated for, uh, but, um... I believe a distance of less, uh, it
probably... I c-, I can’t remember the exact numbers, uh, right off hand, but, uh... um... It
would’ve been an appropriate distance, but not the appropriate tool for this situation.

So, say that again?

I, she was in, uh, the range of, that a TASER would be effective but, uh... um... (unintelligible)
If she just had her fists, if she was just preventing, presenting fists like she wanted to fight or
something like that, that would’ve been an appropriate tool, um, but because she had a knife,
um, that was. .. would not have been an effective tool in that situation.

Um, have you, have you u-, have you tased anybody? Have you utilized your TASER?
I have not.

Have you... been close to another officer when they’ve used it?

No.

Um... When you, well, let me ask you this, when... When did you d-, when did you start to
contemplate not carrying your TASER anymore?

Um... Probably within the last couple months, uh, yeah.

And, OK. So... So in the last couple months, was that before or was that after, uh, you noticed
that your battery had gone down or was defective or whatever?
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Um... Uh, that would’ve been, uh, before my battery died.
OK. Did you have a question?
Why... Yeah, why were you contemplating not using it anymore?

Uh, I’'m a... quite slender guy. I don’t have a lot of room for equipment on my belt and the
TASER is, takes up, uh, quite a bit of r-real estate on, you know, my vest and my belt, um...
uh... It was just, uh... a consideration, um, [ hadn’t... I hadn’t my mind on it. It was just...
something I thought about, so...

(unintelligible)

But the battery dying, uh... uh, you know... I took it off and changed out to a different less...
less-lethal at that point, um, uh, t-to see about gettin’ a new battery and then, uh... I was
planning on putting it back on my vest, uh, but, uh... hadn’t made a decision to get rid of it yet
or anything like that...

So, uh, which less-lethal did you trade, or did you-...
Uh...
Decide to start carrying?

I had carried previously, when I had a TASER, I had a baton as well, um, and, uh, I, uh... |
carried, | switched it out for OC.

Which model of TASER were you issued?

The... um... It’s the newer one, I can’t... Sorry, I can’t recall the model number r-right now.
OK. How many...

It has two cartridges.

It has...

Uh, yeah.

OK.

Uh, built in (unintelligible), uh...

So it’s the one that has two cartridges built in.
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ANDERSON: Yes. Yes.

CORBIN: When you, um... read the information about the previous call with the scissors, um, did you or
Officer McNew discuss calling a TASER officer to that scene before making contact with the
subject?

ANDERSON: No.

CORBIN: And any reason for that?

ANDERSON: Uh... I guess it was our thought that we were going to, uh, a paper burglary call, that there w-,
you know, this... This incident happened, you know, a little while ago and now, uh, we’re
responding to a burglary call that, you know, is a one officer call, but, uh, just because of the s-,
the... caution, I thought it’d be good to have an extra officer with, so...

CORBIN: Um, if you had a TASER, if you had your TASER...

ANDERSON: Mm hmm.

CORBIN: Issued to you on this call, on that day, would you have used it?

ANDERSON: No.

CORBIN: Why is that?

ANDERSON: We didn’t have any... There was no... shielding between us and her with the knife, um... uh...
and... based on her actions, uh, [ would not have... That’s not what I would’ve, uh, gone...
gone to, based on, uh, her actions.

CORBIN: Specifically what actions of hers?

ANDERSON: Uh, trying to stab me with a knife when | was standing very close to her.

CORBIN: OK. Detective Simmons, any follow ups? Sergeant Davisson?

DAVISSON: Did you ever see any other knives?

ANDERSON: No.

DAVISSON: Did you ever see her holding any other knives?

ANDERSON: No.

Form 9.27 Rev. 10/07
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And you’d mentioned before that you were focused in on... her right hand.
Mm hmm.
Do you recall what was in her left hand or if she had anything in her left hand?

I don’t recall seeing her left hand, so... [ don’t... I don’t recall seeing anything in her hand,
sO...

Um, Ms. Cobb?
I have nothing.
Officer Anderson, anything you’d like to add?

Um, just to clarify on, uh, if I’ve spoken to anyone about this incident, I did speak to my wife,
uh... I just wanted to put that in there, so...

OK.
Just to clarify.

Thank you. All right, so Sergeant Davisson has some paperwork, uh, regarding a reference
guide for you at this point. Um, if you haven’t already done a Blue Team, we want you to do
that. I don’t know if that happened.

OK.

And let me just let you know, the department recognizes that oftentimes officers remember
additional details related to a high stress incident after the initial interview, therefore we are
scheduling a follow up interview at the conclusion of the audio recording. So once we shut this
off, before you leave, we’ll have a date for you to come back.

OK.

OK? Today is, uh, June 20", 2017. It is now 1326 hours.
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