
SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORAN DU M

Chief Carmen Best DATE: June 5,2020

FROM: Assistant Chief Tom Mahaffey, Patrol Operations
Captain Matt Allen, West Precinct

SUB| ECT: Policy 8.300 - POL [5) and POL 11[13) Exemptions - Rescisson

By way of request dated May 31, 2020, Patrol Operations requested a time-limited
authorization to permit the use of CS canisters consistent with Policy 8.300 - POL 5 IOC
Spray) and to allow Patrol officers who have been trained, certified, and issued a 40-mm
launcher to deploy with and use this tool in a manner otherwise consistent with policy
during upcoming anticipated crowd management events. This was based on the
extraordinary circumstances experienced the evening before and a concern that should
there be indication of events similarly escalating in rapid and violent manner, SPD would
not be sufficiently equipped to prevent further largescale property destruction such as that
seen in the downtown core.

In that memo, Patrol requested that such authorization be in place for fourteen (14) days
or until Patrol determines that it has sufficient standard issue less-lethal devices on hand to
manage events such as took place on the evening of May 30th, if earlier. This memo is to
advise that Patrol has received what it believes to be sufficient additional supply of
standard issue crowd management tools and asks that the authorization dated May 31,
2020 concerning CS canisters and 40 mm launchers accordingly be rescinded.
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Carmen Best
Chief of Police
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